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the Foreign Office officially on the 24th June, and
was the first indication that the measures which had
been approved in May were not progressing as fast
as had been expected. Lord Gurzon did not under-
stand why the provisional creation of the provinces
and the formation of the provincial councils, which
had been sanctioned merely as a necessary step
towards devolution, should be dependent upon the
provinces themselves being permanently combined.
The vilayet of Mosul lay within the French sphere
of the Sykes-Picot Agreement, and although Mr.
Lloyd George had already suggested that it should
be transferred to the British sphere, no definite
agreement had been reached with the French
Government on the subject. To make any public
announcement which anticipated this agreement
was in Lord Curzon's view out of the question, and
Colonel Wilson was told so on the 5th July,
The peace negotiations which culminated on the
28th June in the signature of the Treaty of Versailles
had no immediate bearing upon the Middle East,
except in one vital particular- The Covenant of
the League of Nations, of which the final draft was
approved on the s8th April, dealt among other
questions with the disposal of territory detached
from Germany and Turkey as a result of the War,
and enshrined a new principle which came to be
known as the mandatory system* Article 22 of the
Covenant, which deals with mandates, contains the
following provisions:
" To those colonies and territories which as a con-
sequence of the late War have ceased to be under the
sovereignty of the States which formerly governed
them and which are inhabited by peoples not yet
able to stand by themselves under the strenuous